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| year-oid heart at a won

j ed to hang on to earth.
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| at $100.

! and of course the widow read it

wasn't a word of truth in it, but when |
| pe wle came
| gratulations she
| self to deny the story.
| thankful to the Clarion for pu’l’

By DONALD ALLEN
Copyright, 1906, by M. M. Cunningham

.

Therewujnstonemsonwhythe
®’idow Bidwell refused the matrimo-
nial offer tendered her by Editor Flint
of the Weekly Clarion and Fergus
County Advertiser. Editor Flint had
owned and edited the Clarion for many
years. He had never married because
be had been too busy making up and
working off his edition of 600 copies,
getting up and printing auction bills,
writing thrilling local notices of wood
wanted on subscription and other mat-
ters connected with a weekly journal |

of twanty years ago. Some of his es- |

teemed contemporaries sneeringly re-

marked now and then that he stole his |

editorials, but when it came down to

| writing out an auction bill they yielded |

him the palm,

“Auction! Auction! Auction!” read
the average bill.
the 14th of September George Styles,
farmer, will sell at public vendue all

the live stock and other personal prop- |

amtoas olsn‘a;‘ﬁé ’
e

avteas alnBen
PEEESY ?55’";

“Take notice that on |

Ar. "
h.laﬁhn. Lv

Lv
Ar. Washington ..Lv
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Ar.. . Baltimere.... Ly
Ar....W. Phila...Ly

Ar... New York...Ly

FE¥E
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uand 4. —"New York
Daily .ﬂﬂaﬁhh

e New Yorks

wl’on”'rmm und__}wach-:?ilkb
| Limited.” Pullman Drawing Hoom Sten|
’mcCu Jaehonnlthe'Yock. Dthul

| No. 30|

THROUGH LAND OF THE SKxv.

momnuuoﬁa
FORESSRIE | &
Mh e

|Ar._Anniston, A S.Ry.l..v
Ar Bb'la’hn.%_.s.ky Ly

erty on his farm on the Red Bridge | %

road. Said stock consists of horses,
cows, sheep and hogs and about. 100
hens and geese. Sale to begin at 10
a. m., and all will go to the highest
bidder.”

There was no doubt about the suc-
cess of the Clarion as a newspaper or
about the success of Editor Flint as an
editor. When he finally made up his
mind to marry the Widow Bidwell,
there was no deubt that be would be a
success as a Benediet. He struck a |
&nag. however. The widow had been
obliged to turn to dressmaking since |
her husband's death, and she did not
rank with the Four Hundred of the
village, but she was a lover of poetry
and she had dreams of poets. While
this kept her grocery -blil down, it in-
terfered considerably with her cetting

{ out orders on time, and she calculated

that one about offset the other,
Tke poetry loving widow bad had
fifty different poetic .eXYusions

received the copy with a gruat, and |
the public had recovered from the
shock each time within twenty-four |
hours.

The “poems”™ had been published to |
save carrying dead advertising, Mrs.
Bidwell wuas rather surprised when |
the editor dropped in on her one even-
ing and proceeded to say that he want-

ed her for the mistress of his house, |

but she soon rallied and answered that
there was an insurmountable
batween them,

the way of an auction bill,
wan who wed Flossie must look the
part.

as heretotore, but he must at least

have long nair, an aesthetic face and |

dreamy eyes.
The
couldn’t fill ¢t

editor saw at once that he

the bill
the

ol lookout for delinquent

{ rubscribers iastead of looking into the
| far away.

Ile therefore picked up his
| bat and walked back to the oflice.
However, the iron had entered Ar.
Flint's soul. Ile had lzid his forty-
an's feet,
she had spurned it. He either wanted
to commit sulcide or secure revenge,

and after fizruring up that the Clarion |

plant was worth about $4,000 he decid-
The
| stallment of his revenze was shown in
his n=xt issue, when he said:

“We take pleasure in informing our
| readers that a brother of the Widow
'well, who writes beautiful verse
the name of has just
and left her a fortune estimated
{). She has our heartiest con
griatulations.™

Of course the puhlie¢ read the item,
There

under
died

Tlossie,

red their con-
couldn’t brinz her
She was even
shinz

and showe

the canard. The issue of the follow
ing week pursued the matter further.

“We understand,” it said, “that the
fortune left to the Widow Bidwell by
her deceased brother in the west will
go $50,000 better than at first reported.
There are reports afloat that she will
remeve to New York city as soon as
she comes into possession and buy a
residence on Fifth avenue.” Her poem
this week is the best thing in the pa-
pe'.n

There were more congratulations,
and the widow got deeper into the
toils. It was so nice to be patted on |
the back and soft soaped that she
couldn’t bring herself to deny the re-
ports.

Between the second and third issues
of the Clarion the elitor had a caller.
His ostensible occupation was se'linz
Bohemian oxts to farmers at 83 a
bushel and saliing wighty we to |
prison as a swindwer, but he had toe |
hair and face and eyves of a puet. Even |
the fat anl healthy editor had to ad- ‘
mit that. The nller wanted to insert
* seull ad. and ask abont the Widow |

el

pub- |
lished in the Clarion over the nom de
plume of Flossie, but Mr. Flint had |

barrier |
He didun't look like a |
She knew what bhe could do in |=
but the |

She would attend to the poetry |

He wore his hair |
| short, hald a fat face, and his eyes
| were

and |

first in- |

JAMES FREEMAN, District Passenger
S. HT HARDWICK. P.T. M.

W.H TAYLOR.G. P. A,

Agent, 108 W. Bay St., Jacksonville, Fla.
BROOKS MORGAN, A.G.P. A

SEAB

Air Line
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Railway

;For Savannah, Columbia, Camden, Southern P'mm, Raleigh,

igthp_lond, Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York.

Three Elegant Trains Da‘ly
SEABOARD FLORIDA LIMITED
SEABOARD EXPRESS
SEABOARD MAIL

MODERN PULLMAN EQUIPMLNT,

The SEABOARD FLORIDA LIMITED, the only Daily Solid Pull-
'man Electric Lighted Train between St. Augustine, Jacksonville
'and New York, via Richmond and Washington. Leave St. Augus-

s  tine 12:10 P.M. and Jacksonville 1

:20 .M. daily, including Sundays,

ONLY LINE
Operating daily through sleepers from Jacksonville to New Orleans.

Forttull information and ~l+p1 1eservaticns eall

on any agert of Seaboard or write

S. C. BOYLSTON, Jr.,

]

tne Clarion about her legacy. and he
| wanted a feyy pointers,

Editor Flint praised the woman whe
had jumped on his bleeding heart.
Aye, he spoke in bighest terms of her,
| and even told Mr. Harold De Lisle how

he could get an introduction to her.
| Then the third issue said:

“We had a pleasant call the other
day from Mr, Harold De. Lisle, who
| has just made a million dollars out of
Pennsylvania oil. We understand that
be may remain in our village for some
days. Indeed, Dame Rumor is con-
pecting his mame with that of a rich
and prominent widow on Chestnut
street.”

Mr. De Lisle was dnly introlnced to
the Widow Bidwell. ¥be had no sooner
set eyes on him than her heart Legan
to palpitate. The poet had come. Ie
looked and dressed the part. Ie also |
acted it. Nothing was said of her
dressmaking on the oune hand nor of |
his oat business on the other. They
talked of sonnets and poems and idyis,
and the widow was not in the hotel
dining room: to note the guantity of
corned beef and eabbage he got away |
with at dinner.

There was a
Clarion. The

fourth notice in the |

spurped editor hadu‘l;
much to do with aaction bills just !
then, and be had time to keep track |
of affairs on Chestnut street. He bad |
been told that Mr. Harold De Lisle
was only a traveling agent for a gang |
of eastern swindlers, but he wasn't |
going to say so. On the coutrary, whatq
he said was:

“The wealthy and distinguished }!r,}
De Lisle is still with us, and if be has ;
not won the heart of a Reed Cliy lady i
then rumor has gone far astray. The ’
wedding will probably be a quiet af-
fair, and bride and groom may make a |
honeymoon trip to Europe.” |

The Bohemian oats man who looked 5
like a poet and the widow dm-«mxhrl
who really wrote rhymes were not ex
actly frank with each other. He never |

asked the name of her brother or what } .

disease he died of. He never asked if
that fortune had come or when it might
be expected.

On her part, she didn't ask in what
part of the Keysione State his oil weil
was situated or what national bank bhe
henored with his deposits. They read
the Clarion and trusted in each other.

There were more farmers waiting to ;
| buy Bohemian cats and find & erop of |
weeds, but still Haroid De Lisle Hn- |

{ ine
| enderstood that eo
' confidence

Assistant General Passenger Agent.
JACKSONVILLE, F“’EA.

tomers were waifing for, but sl the
widow’s sewing machine was silent.
The languidness and lethargy of look-
ing like a poetl and being a poet beat
gliding down kil all hollow. The fifth
“puff” in the (Marion was a send-off.
“The event of the season occurred at
the Methodist church two days since,”
it read. *“As we have all aiong pre-
dicted, we have ]ost our fairest flower.
In other words, Mr. Harold De Lisle
prevailed upon the ‘charming Wido.7

| Bidwell to give him ber hand and heart,

and the Rev. Mr. Peters made them
man and wife in a very impressive eer-
emony. The happy couple left for Chi-
cago immediately after, but may re-
turn next week to prepare for the jaunt

.
abroad.”

e days later the bride returned and
at orce notided all old customers that

| businress was to be resumed at the old
stand.

Ten days later in a distant state the
bridegroom was {2'%In> up Bohemian
oats. They had ¢oie 1o an understand-
about,woxey matiers. They bad
¢h had played the
game on the other and that

.

they lmin‘t L300 between them,

Ed
bl..\ O
wrole
and

tor Flint of the Clarion and Fer-
~x.._\ Advertser s»t down and
an auction bill for Farmer Jones
tol1 him what the price for 200
con'es would Le, and as bhe found him-
self setiinz it vp he founl hixself say-
ins to himsealf:

“Oh. | don’t krow. [ don't seem to
have s2 much ache under my vest as |
di. 1 sbculdn't wonder if I recovered
fromn the blow in tis

()A.A

<

!)zbuzvr from the Plague.

There's grave danger from the
plague of Coughs and Colds that are

Dr.
King’s New Discovery for Consump-
tion, Coughs and Colds. Mrs. Geo.
Walls, City, Me.,
It's a Godsend to people living in
eclimates where coughs and colds pre-
vail. I find it quickly ends them. It
prevents Pneumonia, cures LaGrippe,
gives wonderful relief in Asthma and
Hay Fever, and makes weak lungs
strong enough to ward off Consump-
i tion, Coughs and Colds. 50¢ and
$1.00. Guaranteed by Barclay &
Groover Drug Store. Trial Dbottle

prevalent, unless you take

S0

of Forest writes:

Bidwell He had seen the motices hu gered. There were dresses that cus- free.




